expression of activin/inhibin \ g=b\ A-and \g=b\B-subunit mRNAs in placenta and decidua by the 3rd day of culture. Forskolin and cholera toxin also regulated expression of activin/inhibin subunit mRNAs in the same manner. However, activin-A did not affect expression of activin/inhibin subunit mRNAs. These findings suggest that cAMP inhibits inhibin production but stimulates activin production in the mouse placenta and decidua.
Masaaki Yamaguchi 12 of pregnancy. Then, placental cells were cultured as described previously (7) . Decidual cell culture was performed as described previously using day-12 decidua (6) . The cells were suspended in culture medium (NCTC-109 with 20mmol/l HEPES and 50mg/l gentamicin sulfate) containing 5% fetal calf serum (FCS) and plated in six-well plates at a density of 3.3 10 cells/cm". The medium was exchanged daily and incubated for up to 3 days.
Northern blot analysis
Northern blot analysis was performed as described previously (8) . The (Fig. lb) . A 
